
Winter NewsleƩer 2025   

Ms Áine McMahon 

Ms. Áine McMahon joined Annagh NS on October 24th, assuming a role in Special EducaƟon 
Teaching (SET). She has become an integral part of the team.  

Dress Up Day 

Friday, October 24th, was also our Halloween Dress Up Day. All children dressed up in the 
scariest Halloween ouƞits, and even the staff joined the merriment, dressed as Tic Tacs. 

Whole School Closure 

AŌer our return from the mid-term break, we had a whole-school closure to inform all staff 
members about the new Child ProtecƟon Guidelines. These new guidelines have to be 
implemented before December 26. Both Ms Doyle and Mrs O’Dea had aƩended training for 
the DLPs and DDLPs back in September. 

Prayer Service 

On Tuesday, November 11th, Fr. Donagh led a Remembrance Prayer Service in the school, 
with all our pupils parƟcipaƟng. We remembered our loved ones who had passed away. Each 
child wrote the name of a loved one on a leaf and then hung it on our Remembrance Tree. 
The tree was lit down the hall unƟl the end of the month. A huge thanks to Fr Donagh for 
facilitaƟng the prayer service, to Mrs Flanagan for preparing the children and to Mrs O’Dea 
and her musicians for providing the music during the service.  

Parent/Teacher MeeƟngs 

On Wednesday, November 12th, we held our annual Parent-Teacher meeƟngs. Previously, 
this was done in February, but as a staff, we decided to do it earlier in the year to address 
issues sooner. It was very successful, with full aƩendance. Parents were noƟfied in October 
via Aladdin. 

Soccer Training and Soccer Goals 

Clare’s FAI Developmental Soccer Coach, Denis Hynes, conducted a series of six training 
sessions with boys and girls from 3rd to 6th class. Three sessions were held before the 
midterm break and three aŌerwards. The pupils had a fantasƟc Ɵme and learned some 
valuable skills and drills. 

SporƟng Ennistymon Soccer Club kindly donated a set of goals to the school. These goals 
were placed at the senior end of the astroturf for pupils from 3rd to 6th class. One of our 
parents, David Foley, collected the goals from Ennistymon for us and dropped them off at 



the school, where Mr Kelly and Ms Doyle assembled them. A donaƟon was made to SporƟng 
Ennistymon as a token of our graƟtude for their generosity. We sincerely thank David Foley 
for giving his Ɵme to collect and drop off the goals at the school. 

Ms Doyle asked one of our parents, Jim Downes, if he would custom-make a set of goals for 
pupils at our junior end. Jim made them and dropped them off a few weeks ago. They are 
located where both the junior/senior infants and 1st/2nd class use them on alternate days.  

 

Cross Country 

Four of our pupils took part in the Cumann na mBunscoil, Clare Cross Country NaƟonal 
Schools Final, at Lees Road in Ennis on 20th November. The pupils represented our school 
very well on the day, but unfortunately, it wasn’t their day. We are incredibly proud of them 
all the same.  

U-13 Boys’ Cup 

We received a visit from the U-13 Boys’ Cup, thanks to Mary Cummins. It was a lovely 
opportunity for our current pupils to act as role models and influence the younger children 
in the school. Photos of the event are available on the school website. 

School Facebook page 

Ms Doyle has recently launched our Facebook page. She will create the posts and monitor 
comments. Please follow us on Facebook. 

CreaƟve Clusters 

Ms Doyle is currently aƩending meeƟngs for the new iniƟaƟve CreaƟve Clusters, which 
follows on from CreaƟve Schools, an iniƟaƟve she also led. In January 2026, as part of the 
first year, pupils from Junior Infants to 4th class will work with the dance company Eala for 
six Mondays, culminaƟng in a massive performance at Barefield NS with other schools in the 
cluster.  

Non-Uniform Day 

On Friday, December 5th, we held a non-uniform day for the Kilmurry I Brickane Senior 
CiƟzens. We raised nearly €200. Thank you to all who contributed on the day. 

Christmas Concert 

Our Christmas Concert on December 12th was a fantasƟc celebraƟon of drama, music and 
song in our school. We had big crowds at both sessions. For photos and videos, please visit 
the school website at annaghns.com > Parent > Special Occasions for photographs and 
Media > Video Gallery for a range of video clips from the plays. 

Santa Claus Visit 



Santa came all the way from the North Pole to Annagh NS on Thursday, 18th. What a 
wonderful day the children had. AŌer receiving their giŌs and having their photographs 
taken with Santa, they had hot chocolate and cookies at Mrs McMahon’s Café. 

Christmas Holidays 

Annagh NS closes at 11.40 AM on December 19th and reopens on January 5th 2026. 

 

On behalf of the staff, we wish all our parents and the Board of Management a happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Nollaig agus Athbhliain faoi shéan agus faoi mhaise daoibh go léir. 

 

 

 

 


